THE    NEW    DANUBIA
Of the frightful cost to civil populations, ethical and
economic standards, human life and culture on both sides,
we cannot take account here. But, viewed dispassionately
as a scientific case, the strategic factor,, apparently so
favourable to the post-Munich overlords of all Europe
beyond the Rhine and Alps, does not seem so in fact
It is a terrible comment on our civilization that we should
have to conclude thus: in so-called peace, such as that
through which we are at present passing, all the elements
of the strategic lay-out in the new Europe redound to the
advantage of Germany and Italy, either or both; for these
two Powers employ those elements in a concerted diplo-
macy. That diplomacy succeeds by threatening a war.
That war, however, if ever it came, would change the
relative importance of the elements in the European
strategic lay-out. They would progressively become less
and less important in the conduct of war. More and more
important, until decisively so, would the non-military,
non-geographical elements in strategy become. Of these,
the economic factor would probably prove to be para-
mount.
It is precisely at this juncture that the New Danubia
once more emerges as a deus ex macLina in the European
drama, for both Italo-German diplomacy and the threat
of military power behind it, which any considerable
failure in their diplomacy may force them to fulfil, depend
for their efficacy on the degree to which the Axis Powers
can organize, exploit, and rely on the resources of Central
and South-eastern Europe. The diplomacy and strategy
of Italy and Germany have so far dovetailed. They have
gained great advantages, and set the stage in the European
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